
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jahia  Solutions Group SA  

9 route des Jeunes,  
CH-1227 Les acacias 
Geneva, Switzerland  

http:// www.jahia.com   

DOCUMENTATION   

Quick Start  

Discover Jahia 6.6 in 60 minutes  

 

Jahiaôs next-generation, open source CMS stems from a widely 

acknowledged vision of enterprise application convergence ï web, 

document, search, social and portal ï unified by the simplicity of web 

content management.  



        
    

Page 2 /  49  

 
© 2002 ς 2011 Jahia Solutions Group SA  

Quick Start Guide 

Summary  

1 Introduction ................................................................................................................................................ 3 

2 Download and Install .................................................................................................................................. 4 

3 Create a site .............................................................................................................................................. 12 

4 Editing your site ........................................................................................................................................ 15 

4.1.1 Edit Mode GUI .............................................................................................................................. 15 

5 Manipulate content .................................................................................................................................. 17 

5.1 Edit existing content ........................................................................................................................... 17 

5.2 Create new content ............................................................................................................................ 23 

5.3 Move content in a page ...................................................................................................................... 30 

6 Preview and publish your work ................................................................................................................ 32 

6.1 Move content between pages ............................................................................................................ 33 

6.2 Delete content .................................................................................................................................... 34 

6.3 Use a content in many places at the same time ................................................................................ 35 

6.4 Control the rights ................................................................................................................................ 35 

7 Managing sites .......................................................................................................................................... 39 

7.1 Site structure ...................................................................................................................................... 39 

7.2 More detailed publication .................................................................................................................. 41 

8 Going further with interactive features ................................................................................................... 42 

8.1 Insert a Google map ........................................................................................................................... 42 

8.2 Add a poll ............................................................................................................................................ 46 

 



        
    

Page 3 /  49  

 
© 2002 ς 2011 Jahia Solutions Group SA  

Quick Start Guide 

1 Introduction  

This brief guide will provide you with the basic knowledge of how to install, run, and discover Jahia in 30-60 

minutes. It will introduce you to the basic operations of Jahia such as creating, editing, moving and deleting 

content, as well as organizing the web site structure, adding interactive features and, publishing your work. 

Created specifically to allow developers to extend, customize and integrate with other systems and 

platforms, Jahia has the ability to perform many additional tasks than are covered in this Quick Start Guide 

and may be customized to meet the exact needs of the customer. The functions provided by the default 

installation (CMS, a portal, DMS, and a publishing system) represent only a small part of what can be 

achieved with Jahia. We hope that this overview of Jahia 6.6 will provide you with an appreciation of its 

capabilities and entice you to further discover the product. 

To fully appreciate the underlying capabilities of Jahia, please keep the following in mind: this Quick Start 

Guide focuses on a predefined set of templates (page structures), the built-in types of content, features, 

and layouts provided by Jahia to complete those pages. The templates and pages provided by Jahia are 

ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ǘǊŀȅ that has holes made to fit wooden pieces of various shapes. The content 

types and features of Jahia that you can drop in these pages are like those wooden pieces. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ WŀƘƛŀ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǿŜō ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ 

able to craft your own wooden trays and all the wooden cubes, circles, triangles or any other shapes you 

desire. 

While writing this Quick Start Guide, we remembered the most common reactions we received when 

presenting the Alpha and Beta versions of Jahia 6.5, including the most common questions from users 

evaluating new software for the first time. We have created some simulated scenarios to provide you with 

simple answers to those questions. Although these scenarios may break the rhythm of the step-by-step 

demonstration, they will provide you with useful information that will offer a different and enhanced 

perspective than the basic operations that are described. 
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2 Download and Install  

 

First, download Jahia 6.6  

Double click on installer.exe then follow the steps of the installation tool. 

You must  click on Next for each page, agree to the License Agreement and define a root password when 

asked. 

 

 

http://www.jahia.com/cms/render/live/en/sites/jahiacom/home/download.html
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Choose a path or accept the proposed one. 

 

Jahia will ask for the authorization to create the destination folder, please accept.

 

For a quick start, we will use the express installation with an embedded DB. For serious development or 

production servers, please choose a custom installation on an external DB server. 
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Enter a password for the root account. 
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Once installation is finished, the installer proposes to create shortcuts. 

 

If successful, the above screen should be displayed. Click on Next. 
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Jahia will start its services, a console will also be launched that displays the Tomcat activity during first 

startup. 

 

 

Launch Jahia. 

How long will this take?  
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The first launch of Jahia may take several minutes, this is normal. During that time, Jahia will initialize itself, 

start its services, deploy all of the modules (plug-ins), install templates and create a first site called System 

Site where crucial information is stored that enables the system to run correctly. After this initial startup, 

Jahia usually starts within 15 to 45 seconds on a standard PC (depending on the amount of content stored 

in the repository, number of web projects, number of users, etc.). 

 

When Jahia is ready, you are able to access it through a web browser by typing the following address: 

http://localhost:8080/start 

Jahia will ask you to login with your username and password. 

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǊƻƻǘέ Account, as no other account exists yet. 

Login: root 

Password: root1234 
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Once these details have been verified, Jahia will display your personal page.  

 

As the software is brand new, there is not a lot of detail to display on this page, but you will find useful 

links to start your exploration. 

From this page, you are able to complete your Personal Profile (located in My Settings) and choose what 

information within this profile will be either public or private. After content has been added to Jahia, you 

will be able to access the content you have written, the web projects which you can edit or manage, your 

personal tasks list, etc.  

L ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇŀƎŜ ƛǎ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ feel of it. Am I able to change the shortcuts and 

other things that appear here? 

 The page shown above is the default provided with the installation of Jahia. It has been built with standard 

Jahia templates and is not hardcoded. It can be customized at will by your development team in order to 

display more relevant information for your work, integrate specific widgets and assume another look and 

feel.   

 

Click on the άServer administrationέ link on the top right of the page, this will take you to a new page called 

Jahia Administration.   
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3 Create a site 

The administration UI looks like the image below.  Click on the άWeb Project Managementέ button.  

 

 

In this interface, administrators can create new projects (empty), import prepackaged projects or import 

previously exported projects by selecting them on their hard drive. 

 

In order to further explore Jahia, the best solution is certainly to play with a real web site and not to start 

with a brand new, empty, site. So, we will use the second option and imporǘ ǘƘŜ ά!/a9 ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 5ŜƳƻ 

сΦрέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άProceedέ button. 
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The next screen is pre-ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ WŀƘƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 

anything yet, just click on the άImportέ button. 

 

 

Jahia greys out the screen during the import and displays a loading bar. Depending on your computer, this 

import may take anywhere from less than a minute to several minutes.  
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IŜȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŜƳǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ рл ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪΚ 

Well, not really because when Jahia import this website, it imports: 

- Content (basically hundreds or thousands of text fields) 

- Images (as well as extracting the metadata that comes from the camera with each image) 

- Files (as well as extracting all texts within those documents and indexing them to allow for a full text 

search) 

- Templates (Jahia copies them into the website directory) 

- Users (the demo comes with a few users registered with rights for this site) 

- And a few other things 

The Jahia team will continuously try to improve the speed of such heavy operations, but all things 

considered, this import is not so long. 

 

Once the import is finished, the grey layer disappears and the page is refreshed, showing a new line for the 

ǎƛǘŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŜŘΦ 

 

We can now leave the Administration tools and start editing our web site. To access the editing UI, click on 

the άGo to Edit Modeέ ǘŀō.  
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4 Editing your site  

! ŦŜǿ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ άMƻŘŜǎέ - in Jahia a άMƻŘŜέ is a particular way of calling and displaying a web project. 

Depending on the chosen Mode, Jahia conducts different security checks, applies restrictions and will 

provide editing tools or not. By default, the Mode appears in the URL but is masked for visitors on 

production servers for obvious SEO reasons. 

There are four main Modes: 

Á Render Mode: this mode displays the content requested in the URL and nothing else. Typically, 

when a visitor of your website will browse your pages, it will be in the Render Mode, even if he/she 

does not know it. 

Á Contribute Mode: this Mode displays a page with a very light and simplified editing interface. We 

will not look at this mode in this Quick Start Guide as we want to quickly discover some advanced 

features. 

Á Edit Mode: this Mode displays a page with a rich editing interface. This is the Mode we will use in 

this Quick Start Guide in order to discover Jahia. When working in Edit Mode, you work on staging 

versions of your content. Thus, until you decide to publish your work, all the work you do in Edit 

Mode does not impact the Render Mode and the visitors continue to browse your websites or web 

applications like they were published the last time. 

Á Studio Mode: this Mode is a bit special as it works only with the Templates. Dedicated guides 

ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΤ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘƛƻ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Quick Start Guide. 

 

4.1.1 Edit Mode GUI  

The Edit Mode GUI is divided in 3 parts 

Á The Toolbar (red overlay at the top of the page). The Toolbar provides access to the various Modes 

for the current page, plus global tools like publication, workflow, access to the Document Manager, 

the categories Manager, etc. 

Á The Selector (orange overlay on the left) provides several tabs to display content stored within 

Jahia and insert that content into the central panel.  
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Á The Work plan (green overlay, the central panel) ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŜŘƛǘƛƴƎΦ 

 

 

!ǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ tools, the page displayed by default is the home page of the web site 

we have imported. 

Important: the GUI adapts itself depending on the role(s) granted to the user. Using the root account, 

when you switch to Edit Mode, Jahia considers you like some kind of god, therefore all the buttons, menus 

and tools are displayed, which makes a rather heavy UI. But once the system is installed and set-up, it is 

rare to use the root account. This one should be reserved for complex administration tasks. Other roles like 

Editor, Editor in Chief, Reviewer and Translator allows access to the Edit Mode with lesser permissions, and 

then lighter interfaces. 
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5 Manipulate content  

You can navigate within Edit Mode using the site tree that appears in the Selector or as if you were 

ōǊƻǿǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ News page, by clicking on the News entry in the menu. 

 

 

5.1 Edit existing content  

Editing content is very easy, simply move the mouse over the page, and then you will see that each item 

that makes up the page is bordered in black when the mouse moves over it. 

To select an item, just left-click on it, and now the item is now bordered in red. 
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Select one of the news items in the central column, then double-click on it or do a right-click and choose 

Edit in the contextual menu that appears. In both cases the result will be the same - a new interface will be 

ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǇƭŀƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ¦L ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƴ άEƴƎƛƴŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŀƘƛŀ ƭƛƴƎƻΦ 

The Engine is composed of several tabs, each tab allow you to edit all the targeted content properties, 

controlling its layout, behavior, rights, and much more. 
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Whoa! There are too many things here. My colleagues will be lost if they see so many tabs and fields. 

!ǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǊƻƻǘέ ǳǎŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŀƭƭ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘŀōǎΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊol 

everything from actual data to older versions. By default, a standard content writer will see 5 tabs only and 

ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƳƻŘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ά9ŘƛǘƻǊέ ǊƻƭŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ ¢ǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƭŜǎǎ ǘŀōǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴ ά9ŘƛǘƻǊέΣ ŀƴŘ 

so on. The fact is UIs in Jahia are adaptive depending on the roles is true for the Edit Mode, the Contribute 

Mode, the Engines, the Managers, the Administration, etc. 

 

²ŜΩǾŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŀ bŜǿǎ ƛǘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘŀō ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ 

data of this content. To modify this content, just change the values you want in those fields.  
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In Jahia, each content item has a name. The hierarchy of the content items (pages, lists, or other content 

types) is defined ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ¦RL. In order to have nice names in our URLs 

(which is important for the SEO ranking) Jahia includes a mechanism to automatically create a readable 

name based on the title field, if there is one. To do that, click on the άAutomatically synchronize name with 

titleέ checkbox. 

 

 

When creating new content, this box is checked by default, so most of the ǘƛƳŜ ǳǎŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ have to 

activate it by themselves. 

.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŀōǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

purpose ƛǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘŀō ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭƻǎǘ as you switch to 

other Tabs. 

The second Tab named Layout allows the control of some display options predefined by the developers. 

With this UI, the editors will be able to change layouts without breaking all the design. As a result, this tab 

differs depending on the type of content of the various options pre-defined. On our News item you can 

switch from a Standard View, to a small or a medium one. On lists, it is possible to manage multi-column 

layouts, sliders and much more. 

The third tab displays the metadata of the content. 

Jahia follows the Dublin Core metadata norm. This metadata schema is extensible and can be combined 

with other schemas. 
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The fourth and fifth tabs allow editors to add taxonomy information upon the content item: non controlled 

taxonomy like tags, or organized, centralized and controlled taxonomy with hierarchical categories 

 

Tags 
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Categories 

Our exploration of the Engine Tabs will stop here for the ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άSŀǾŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άCŀƴŎŜƭέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 

modifications will not be saved. 

 

Ok, I understood that this UI can be adapted using the roles and become much lighter, but what if my 

company has a special need and wanzt to have different options in those tabs than the one Jahia provides 

by default, or create our own tabs with our own controls? 

The most common controls and settings options are already provided by default by Jahia. Most of those 

options can be customized or extended to respond to the needs of the users or the needs of your 

ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ WŀƘƛŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ, or your in-house developers, can implement those custom needs. For 

instance, Jahia provides some default metadata fields in the second tab (creation date, creator, keywords, 

etc.). If your project needs more metadata, the developers can expand them, and the news metadata fields 

will be displayed here. It is also possible to expand the engine and create new tabs to regroup your own 

options and then define which role(s) may view this new tab. 
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5.2 Create new content 

To create new content depending on your preferences, you can select in the page where this content 

should appear, then click on the green button or use the Selector to select the type of content you want 

first, then drag and drop the icon representing this type of content into the page at the desired place. 

In both cases, an engine will pop-up, exactly the same engine as when editing content, but the fields will be 

empty as this content does not exist yet. 

In the NŜǿǎ ǇŀƎŜΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ƭƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ άbŜǿǎ ŜƴǘǊȅέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ.  This means that when 

you click on that button, a content type of άNŜǿǎ ŜƴǘǊȅέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΦ Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀƎŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜ άAny 

ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘέ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŀōŜƭΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άNŜǿǎ ŜƴǘǊȅέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 
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Just fill in the fields with the desired values and click on Save. The engine will disappears, and your page 

appears once again with the content you have created at the top of the list.  
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When no ordering has been defined, new content appears at the bottom of the list. However in this page 

the list that surrounds the content imposes an ordering. To change that ordering, you can select the list 

itself (the border should surround all the news items), then edit it. The second tab for lists objects is named 

ά[ƛǎǘ ƻǊŘŜǊƛƴƎέ  

 












































